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    Sixth graders raised nearly $250 for 
the Adopt-an-Angel program at the Good 
Samaritan Resource Center through their 
PAWS for a Cause LEAD group. 
    The Waynesville Sixth Grade Center’s 
PAWS for a Cause LEAD group was created to 
“help our world-wide community because we 
believe they are our friends and we like to help 
make the world a better place.”  
    The PAWS for a Cause project during the 
2nd quarter was to raise funds for the Good 
Samaritan Resource Center’s Adopt-an-Angel 
program.  The students chose the slogan, “Be a STAR for an Angel.”  
    Students asked for $1 donations to help raise money to help those less fortunate 
during the holiday season.  Students who donated were able to see their name in the 
stars, as they put their name on a star and taped it to a hallway angel display. 
    The PAWS for a Cause students synergized their efforts by working on different parts 
of the project, including teams for posters, announcements, email, sales, making stars 
and designing the hallway display. 
    In total, the PAWS for a Cause leadership group raised $246 for the Adopt-an-Angel 
program. 

6th graders ‘adopt 
an angel’

    In addition to orange and black, some 
Waynesville Middle School students 
want their school to go green – that is, 
to use environmentally responsible and 
resource-efficient materials – when the 
school’s major renovation occurs. 
    A four-phase remodel of WMDS is 
being considered by the Waynesville 
R-VI Board of Education. The current 
proposal would preserve the school’s 
newest additions and upgrades, 
including both gyms, but eventually 
demolish the oldest parts of the 

structure 
dating to the 
late 1950s.  
    That’s 
where the 
students 
in Tammy 

Davison’s Project Lead the Way 
(PLTW) class enter the picture. Rather 
than working on a textbook project, 
students in Davison’s PLTW energy 
and environment class tackled the real-
world 21st Century issues facing their 
own school.  
    “The level of student engagement 
escalates when students work on 
something that they can relate to,” 
Davison says. “Beyond this being a 
project about their school, 
Dr. Berger’s participation made it an 
especially powerful lesson. When the 
assistant superintendent comes to their 
classroom, sits through presentations 
and asks questions, students know they 
are being taken seriously.” 
    At the start of the semester, Dr. Chris 
Berger, assistant superintendent of 

WMDS students 
propose ‘green’ 
ideas for school
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Bravo 554 donated toys to East Elementary.

Kristin Deering’s 
2nd grade class at 
East Elementary 
delivered goodies 
to the Waynesville 
Animal Shelter. They 
delivered items that 
were donated to the 
shelter for the pets 
and some sweets for 
the employees from 
the East staff.

Using their school ID 
photos as the basis for 
their work, students in 
Heather Allen’s art classes 
at East Elementary created 
drawings of some of the 
district’s leaders, including 
first row: Deanna House, 
Marianne Ward, Hilary 
Bales and second row: 
Dr. Trish Adkins, Diana 
Davison, Darrel Vaughan, 
Dr. Brian Henry, Dr. Chris 
Berger, Mike Henson 
and Kevin Pritchard. The 
drawings were a huge hit 
with staff. 

East Elementary staff 
made holiday treats 
for public service 
offices such as the 911 
center, Sheriff’s Office, 
Waynesville Police, 
St. Robert Police, 
Waynesville Animal 
Shelter, Waynesville’s 
bus barn, and St. 
Robert Fire Station. 
East students and staff 
delivered the treats to 
the local community 
facilities  during the 
week of Dec. 14-18.

East students deliver treats 

    The 
Waynesville 
High School 
Debate Team 
competed at 
the Gloria Deo 
tournament 
on Dec. 12 
hosted on the 
campus of 
Missouri State 
University. 
    Robert Ramos made it to semi finals in novice radio speaking; 
Taylor Wright made it to semi finals in novice storytelling; 
and Andew Moore made it to supersession in novice Student 
Congress. Junior Zack Sieber competed in both Lincoln-Douglas 
debate and varsity radio speaking. He placed 4th in Lincoln-
Douglas and 6th in radio speaking. Freshman Zoie Francisco 
made it to semi finals in novice radio speaking and placed 3rd in 
novice Lincoln-Douglas.

Debate team competes



   The Waynesville JROTC Raider Team was recognized during the December 
Board of Education meeting for receiving second place overall in the Mixed 
Team Category at the 2015 U.S. Army Cadet Command Raider National 
Championships in Molena, Ga., on Nov. 6 and 7, missing first place by only a 
few points.
   There are 1,732 high schools with JROTC programs around the world and 60 
teams – representing the best of the best from the 12 U.S. brigades – competed at 
nationals.
   Waynesville’s JROTC Raider Team’s individual competition results are as 
follows:
    -1st Place Cross Country Liter Carry
    -2nd Place 5k Run
    -3rd Place Physical Team Test
    -5th Place Gauntlet
    -7th Place Rope Bridge
    From more than 60 competitors, Waynesville’s Madeline McDonald placed 
third in the ultimate Raider, missing second place by 1 second.
    Leading up to Nationals, the Raiders finished in first place at four of their fall 
competitions and second place at one. 
    Team members are  Chris Alvarez, Jacob Askins, Madison Conaster, James 
Fry, Erich Gries, Ashtin Kuhn, Walter McKee, Madelyn McDonald, Daniela 
Medina, Mason Michaels, Willie Secules, Alex Shick, Nick Simpkins, Stephanie 
Trudell and EJ Warren.

    Somer Rivard, a language arts 
teacher at Waynesville Middle School, 
was named the Teacher of the Quarter 
through the Project Teach Recognition 
Program sponsored by Sellers-Sexton.
    Mike Freeman of Sellers-Sexton 
presented Rivard with a $100 stipend 
during the December Waynesville R-VI 
Board of Education meeting. Sellers-
Sexton, which recognizes teachers 
who have designed creative classroom 
learning projects, selected Rivard for 
her project, WMDS Little Free Library 
Community Project.
    This fall Waynesville Middle 
School became the first in the state 
of Missouri to register and dedicate 
a Little Free Library – and they did 
it in five locations – their school 
and Waynesville City Park in 
Waynesville; the Commissary and PX 
on Fort Leonard Wood; and Freedom 
Elementary in St. Robert. About the 
size of a small dog house, the orange 
and black libraries house about 50 
books. The book exchange is based on 
an honor system of ‘take one, leave 
one.’

Rivard named 
Teacher of the 
Quarter

Board recognizes JROTC for 
2nd place finish at nationals

Jacobo Meza, a Waynesville High School senior, was 
recognized for being named to the All-State Choir 
and Young Park, also a WHS senior, was recognized 
for being named an All-State Choir Alternate during 
the December Waynesville R-VI Board of Education 
meeting. They are pictured with Dr. Trish Adkins, 
assistant superintendent of instructional services. 

WHS students named 
to All-State Choirs



After securing permission 
and following safety 
requirements, Mackenzie 
Tracey-Parnell got 
a bird’s-eye view of 
the Waynesville High 
School band during their 
Christmas concert. When 
she was unable to fit all 
of the band members 
into her lens, the quick-
thinking photo editor of 
the WHS yearbook, pulled 
out her cell phone and 
acquired this shot. While 
the cell phone’s resolution 
isn’t as crisp as the Nikon, 
it captured the sheer size 
of the band from an angle 
few ever have the privilege 
of viewing. 

operational services for the Waynesville R-VI School 
District, presented information about proposed 
renovation concepts for the new middle school. 
The students then divided into teams to learn about 
building green and how to apply the concepts to a 
real-world situation – their school. 
    Students researched the best products for 
their green ideas and created a cost analysis of 
implementing them into the new middle school. 
The students also created Power Points, display 
boards and 3D models to help aide in their final 
presentations to Berger.  
    Their proposals included using outdoor classrooms 
to help conserve energy, power saving light sensors, 
programmable outlets to turn off forgotten plugged-
in items, choices of fruit to reduce cafeteria waste, 
permeable pavement to expedite rain water drainage 
and reduce flooding and energy efficient windows to 
cut down on the need for electricity.  
    “The students were very thorough and 
professional. A couple of times I had to remind 
myself that these were middle school students 
making these presentations,” Berger says. “Mrs. 
Davison’s students took this project seriously and 
delivered ideas that were well researched. Perhaps 
the most important lesson of all was the cost 
associated with certain projects. Students learned 
that while some ideas are ‘cool,’ they simply cost too 
much to implement, but that others are very doable.”  
    Berger will share their findings with the architect 
and Davison will provide a new class of students the 
same opportunity during the second semester.
 

WMDS students want new construction to go green Continued from page 1
Waynesville Middle School 
students in Tammy Davison’s 
Project Lead the Way (PLTW) 
class studied ways to make 
the new proposed addition to 
WMDS more “green.” Rather 
than working on a textbook 
project, students in Davison’s 
PLTW energy and environment 
class tackled the real-world 
21st Century issues facing 
their own school and how to 

make any future 
additions more 
energy efficient. 
Top left, Dr. Chris 
Berger, assistant 
superintendent 
of operational 
services, asks a 
question during 
a presentation. 
At left and below, 
students present 
their ideas.



    Joshua Scott, director of MSHSAA 
activities for the Waynesville R-VI 
School District, has been elected 
secretary of the Board of Directors 
of the National Athletic Directors 
(NIAAA) Delegate Assembly. 
    Scott will serve as secretary-in-
training in 2016 and begin serving in 
the role in 2017. He will follow Doug 
Killgore, CMAA, from Arkansas, who 
was the first secretary selected by the 
delegate assembly process, at the 2012 
national conference. 
    Scott is in his eighth year of 
interscholastic athletic administration. 
He received his master’s degree and 
an Educational Specialist licensure in 
educational administration, both from 
Lindenwood University.
    Scott’s NIAAA involvement includes 
currently serving as a vice chair for the 
credentials committee. He earned his 
Certified Master Athletic Administrator 
designation in 2014. He is the state 
liaison to the NIAAA for the Missouri 
Interscholastic Activities Administrators 
Association and has represented 
Missouri at the annual Delegate 
Assembly Meeting at the national 
conference.
    For the MIAAA, Scott holds duties 
as webmaster and was a district 
representative to the board of directors. 
He has presented at both the MIAAA 
state conference and the Missouri 
State High School Athletic Association 
(MSHSAA) Summer Workshop. 
Scott is currently leading the MIAAA 
mentorship program. He has also 
recorded minutes for a number of 
Section 5 spring and national conference 
meetings.
    “I have…found Mr. Scott to be a 
highly motivated and conscientious 
professional,” says MIAAA Executive 
Director Martin O’Hern, CMAA. “He 
is both articulate and accurate in his  
recording skills. I believe he will make 
an outstanding NIAAA secretary and 
continue his dedication to the MIAAA 
and NIAAA.” 
 

Scott elected 
NIAAA 
secretary

Waynesville High 
School cross 
country runner 
Kelsey Mitchell 
signed her letter of 
intent to run for the 
Hannibal LaGrange 
University Trojans 
on Dec. 15. She is 
pictured with her 
parents, Stephanie 
and Jeremy 
Mitchell, Coach 
Nicole Jarman and 
her future coach 
Andy Lemons. 

At left, in the first night of the Route 66 
Shootout, WHS senior Dwayne Morton 
finds a way in for a shot against McCluer 
North. Above, in the second night of 
competition Joe Johnson led all scorers 
with 26 and Dwayne Morton had 11.

Senior Kallie Bildner scored 
32 points and pulled down 
9 rebounds during the WHS 
girls third place finish over 
host team Rolla in the Rolla 
Holiday Tournament on Dec. 
30. Waynesville players Nina 
Kizzee,a junior, and Kallie Bildner, 
a senior, were named to the Girls 
All Tournament Team during the 
tourney at Rolla High School. 



In December, Waynesville High School 
students read to East Elementary students. 
The WHS students who participated in the 
program are from these teachers’ classes:  
Lisa Misenheimer, Maria Seibold-Coyler, 
Kim Bahr and Shanda Kennedy. 

Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, praised Wood Elementary 
staff in December during their Super Session for:  
    –  their continuous growth in academics. Their use of data 
        and research-based teaching strategies are working
    –  their good work on focusing on subgroups
    –  their great transitions and flexibility into the new building 
        and building a positive culture
    –  winning 1st place with their Homecoming float and 
        winning the Tiger spirit award

    Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, praised Waynesville Middle 
School staff in December during their Super Session for: 
    –  20% of WMDS students being enrolled in high school 
        level courses and 28% being on honor roll
    –  a 50% reduction in discipline from 2014 to 2015 and a         
        26% reduction in discipline so far this year
    –   being engaged in community outreach, including visiting 
        the Waynesville-St. Robert Senior Citizens Center, 
        helping raise funds for Snack in a Pack, participating in a 
        Breast Cancer Awareness Drive and leading a Convoy of 
        Hope toothpaste drive
    –  all core subjects having revised Power Standards
    –  hosting a college fair that introduced 835 students to         
        college and career readiness information
    –  average 
        daily 
        attendance 
        of 96%

Super Sessions held at Wood Elem and WMDS



Just before the holiday break, Waynesville Middle School 
hosted a Love of Reading Day with guest readers, including 
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent.

Katherine Dooley, a senior, has been named the Waynesville 
High School Student of the Month for November and 
was honored at the monthly Rotary Club meeting. She is 
shown with Rotary President Jim Stanfast, Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent, WHS Principal Courtney Long and her 
parents, Sabina and Scott Dooley. Katherine takes multiple 
AP courses, is a member of the National Honor Society and 
is active in theater, Debate Club and Mu Alpha Theta. She 
serves as a freshman mentor and is in Student to Student. 
She will be the student director and stage manager for 
“Beauty and the Beast” in April. 

Ashley Boone, a senior, has been named the Waynesville 
High School Student of the Month for December and 
was honored at the monthly Rotary Club meeting. She is 
shown with Rotary President Jim Stanfast, Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent, WHS Principal Courtney Long and her 
stepfather. Boone takes multiple AP classes, is a member of 
the National Honor Society and is a WHS cheerleader.

Chelsea Handley, instructional/vocal music instructor at  Waynesville High School, is also a certified music therapist. During 
her third hour she instructs an Adaptive Fine Art class. On Dec. 15, Handley arranged for the class to tour the local radio 
station, KJPW, for exploration of career opportunities in music and radio. The students enjoyed observing a live radio host 
and learning about all the equipment required to air their favorite songs on the radio.

State Representative Steve Lynch visited kindergarten 
classrooms at East Elementary dressed as the Grinch on 
Friday, Dec. 18.



    Students in Stacy Blakley’s Project Lead The 
Way automation and robotics class are using VEX 
robotic parts to learn about how gears work. The 
Waynesville Middle School students work in small 
groups to build windmills with a 90-degree change 
in power with a 1:1 gear ratio. They are then 
challenged to innovate and build windmills that 
result in a 1:2 gear ratio. 
    When students complete the windmill challenge, 
they move on to creating a pull toy. The toy must 
have movement that is the direct result of the turning 
of the wheels such as a ‘tail wag’ or a ‘head bob.’ 
Examples of the gears that they build from parts 
are cam and follower, crank and slider, bevel and 
universal joint. 
    In addition to learning about gears, students learn 
the importance of effective communication within 
their team 
and how 
to work 
together. 
The 
projects 
challenge 
both their 
knowledge 
and 
creativity.  

Students lead the way in learning engineering

Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, and Stacy Blakley, 
computers teacher at Waynesville Middle School, listen as 
students describe their work on windmills and pull toys. 

Students in Errica Vaughn’s principles of engineering 
classes at WHS were given slips of paper with a 
task they needed to complete.  The students had to 
collaborate, generate concepts, build their selected 
design and program their design to perform the given 
task. One group built a vehicle to go around obstacles. 
Another team built a conveyor built that drops a chip 
onto a cookie.  

...at WMDS

...at WHS


